Hospital proximity and public acceptance of the mentally ill.
Knowledge of the effect of the geographical proximity of a mental health facility on the public's attitudes toward the mentally ill is useful for community education efforts to reduce public opposition to a facility and rejection of its patients. To study the influence of proximity to a state mental hospital on neighborhood attitudes toward the mentally ill, the author surveyed 140 residents of two similar neighborhoods, one located adjacent to the hospital and the other half a mile away. Acceptance of individuals with symptoms of severe mental illness was significantly higher in the adjacent neighborhood, but there was no difference between the neighborhoods in acceptance of the moderately mentally ill. The results also suggested that residents living immediately adjacent to the hospital were less accepting than the norm for the neighborhood.